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17 October 2006
The Hon Dr Brendan Nelson MP
Minister for Defence

PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Dear Dr Nelson,

The recent Annual General Meeting of the Australian Army Band Corps Association considered the decision to disband the Air Command Band, currently based at Richmond and leaving only a single band to be located at Point Cook in Victoria.

The members of the Association expressed their deep concern at this action as it will mean a loss of capability for the RAAF to support its ceremonial, recruiting and public relations roles and will have a significant impact on the success of those aspects and a consequent negative effect on morale and esprit-de-corps.  It also means a significant loss of employment opportunities for our young musicians.
The bands of the ADF are the single most effective connection the ADF has with the general community because music and ceremonial are the things the community is best able to relate to.  They reflect the spirit of the ADF, its cohesion and offer a sense of security to our citizens.  This has an extremely positive influence on the perception of the ADF with resultant flow-on to recruiting and community support for ADF activities.

Within the Services themselves the loss of musical and ceremonial support in both peacetime and operational settings will be greatly felt by ADF members.   Over the years Army bands have experience tremendous cuts, the most recent being a cut of 125 positions which represented 38% of the Regular Army musician strength, so the concerns expressed by the Association are based on first-hand experience of the negative impact and the additional workload expected of smaller organisations.

The Association strongly urges you to review the decision made by the RAAF and consider the potential impact on not only the RAAF but the whole ADF and the Australian community.  Any perceived savings are nothing compared with the intangible benefits that are lost.

Yours sincerely,
Kevin Noon
President
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